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Iola Municipal Band
— Since 1871 —

At the bandstand Jim Garner, director
Thursday, July 7, 2011                           8 p.m.

PROGRAM
Star Spangled Banner ..................................................arr. J.P. Sousa
Americans We — march .......................................... Henry Fillmore
Rock, Rhythm and Blues — medley ......................arr. Jack Bullock
Army of  the Nile — march ...................................Kenneth J. Alford
Begin of  the Beguine ...................................................... Cole Porter
Invercargill — march ...................................................Alex Lithgow
Hymn to the Fallen.................................... John Williams/Sweeney
Men of  Ohio — march ............................................. Henry Fillmore
A Sixties Time Capsule — medley .............................. arr. Jennings
The Washington Post — march ...................................John P. Sousa

Rained out concerts will be rescheduled for Friday evening.

Register/Richard Luken
Mules Pat and Pete pull an antique sickle bar mower piloted by Ray Whiteley of Le Roy. Whiteley was 
joined by Greg Gleue in cutting an 18-acre prairie hay field Tuesday.

By SUSAN LYNN
susan@iolaregister.com

If  you’ve got enough of  it, Fri-
day night is the night to let your 
hair down.

One sure test is to participate 
in the “Drag Race” as a runup to 
the Charlie Melvin Mad Bomber 
Run For Your Life race.

Men and women alike are en-
couraged to dress in a cross-gen-
der manner and then “compete” 
in teams of  four in a relay. Last 

year a woman’s garter was trans-
ferred from one participant’s leg 
to another.

“It’s better than a baton,” said 
David Toland, executive director 
of  Thrive Allen County and one 
of  the organizers for Friday’s 
events.

If  you don’t have a thing to 
wear — no worries.

Dresses, hats, purses, jewelry 
and other accoutrements will be 
available at Elizabeth Donnelly’s 

The Shirt Shop, 20 W. Jackson, 
where participants will have a 
wide selection from which to 
choose. Doors open at 10 p.m.

Registration to participate 
in the drag race is $5. That also 
gains participants entrance to a 
9:30 p.m. pre-party at the Thrive 
office, 12 W. Jackson. Tickets can 
be purchased in advance at the 
Thrive office or Friday night on 

By RICHARD LUKEN
richard@iolaregister.com

LE ROY — Unlike the mecha-
nized behemoths of  today, Ray 
Whiteley’s mowing outfit was 
considerably quieter.

His “engine” — a pair of  
1,200-pound mules — needed only 
an occasional break from the sti-
fling summer heat as Whiteley 
traversed his way around an 18-
acre prairie hay meadow.

“It’s a little warm, so we’ve 
been taking it easy,” Whiteley 
said. “It’s our little hobby.”

The mules were pulling White-
ley’s antique sickle bar mower, 
a small wagon with cutting bar 

attached. The bar was triggered 
through a gear box engaged as its 
wheels roll.

With no mechanical engine to 
speak of, the only noise emanat-
ing from his unit was from the 
teeth of  the seven-foot cutting bar 
rotating back and forth.

Joining Whiteley was neighbor 
and friend Greg Gleue, with his 
own mowing outfit, another sick-
le bar mower pulled by a pair of  
Percheron draft horses.

“We’re having some fun with 
it,” Whiteley joked. “Greg’s kind 
of  a wimp about it. He needs a 

Mowing effort recalls yesteryear

Ray Whiteley

Register/Susan Lynn
These men are ready to leave their inhibitions at home as they participate in Friday night’s favorite 
race, the drag race. From left to right are Matt Skahan, Brian Wolfe, Nic Lohman, David Toland and 
Fred Heismeyer. The race begins at 10:30 p.m. on the courthouse square.

By BOB JOHNSON
bob@iolaregister.com

Calls to the 911 dispatch center 
average one almost every 10 min-
utes.

And while that may sound a lit-
tle slow, played out over 24 hours 
a day and every day of  the year, 
the total comes to 55,000.

“That’s what we received last 
year,” Angie Murphy, dispatch 
center director, told Allen County 
commissioners Tuesday morn-
ing.

The call total — she figures 
half  or more are for true emer-
gencies — wasn’t the point of  her 
appearance, but the magnitude of  
the number captivated commis-
sioners. 

Murphy was before commis-
sioners to request a 20 percent 
increase in the department’s bud-
get for 2012, up $126,000 over this 
year’s $490,000.

The increase seemed pretty 
hefty. Murphy reasoned health 
insurance will cost an additional 
$50,000 and another $6,000 was 
expected for Kansas Public Em-

Put that ego on the shelf, boys

See EGO | Page B6

By JOE SNEVE
joe@iolaregister.com

When Brian Pekarek was hired 
as superintendent of  the Iola 
school district in February, he 
saw an opportunity to “reinvigo-
rate” USD 257.

With a focus on academic 
achievement and public transpar-
ency, Pekarek hopes he can fur-
ther success for the district and 
the more than 1,300 students rely-
ing on it.

Pekarek walks his talk. A na-

By BOB JOHNSON
bob@iolaregister.com

An anticipated field of  a thou-
sand runners and walkers, who 
will flee Iola’s downtown busi-
ness district early Saturday as 
Charley Melvin did in 1905, can 
be thankful that Melvin chose to 
do his dastardly deed in the mid-
dle of  the night.

Had the event being commemo-
rated occurred in mid-day, par-
ticipants would battle oppressive 
heat and humidity, with both 
forecast at the upper end of  the 
discomfort scale during daytime 
Friday and Saturday. As is, they 
will run and walk in somewhat 
more inviting temperatures pre-
dicted for the low 70s by 12:26 a.m. 
Saturday.

The race — many walkers will 
be out for a stroll — will cap activ-
ities that start late Friday after-
noon and will go on throughout 
the evening. Included will be the 
much-awaited “drag race,” fea-
turing some of  the area’s finest 
men and women dressed in drag.

Chris Weiner at Thrive Allen 
County, co-sponsor with Allen 
County Crimestoppers for “The 
Charley Melvin Mad Bomber Run 
for your Life,” said total of  partic-
ipants was approaching 450, with 
about 200 signed on for the 5-kilo-
meter run. The walk will follow a 
3-kilometer course.

“Registration, including prob-
ably a fifth online, has really 

picked up,” Weiner said Tuesday 
afternoon. As in the past, “we ex-
pect a lot of  people to sign up Fri-
day night.”

Cost is $12 for the walk. Run-
ners’ fees are $14 for youth to age 
17, $20 for adults and $17 each for 
members of  teams.

Runners in the third annual 
event will aim for best times of  
15.40.06 for males and 20.44.78 for 
females, set last year. 

Sticks of  “Melvin Dy-No-Mite” 
will be awarded the first three 
places for males and females in 
each of  five ages groups, 15 and 
under, 16-30, 31-45, 46-60 and 61 
and over. 

All participants will break 
from in front of  the post office. 
Runners will follow a course that 
will take them on West to Wash-
ington, then Jackson, Jefferson 
and East to Cottonwood. They 

Temps for run
look inviting

See TEMPS | B6

County
hears
budget
requests

ATLANTA (AP) — Former 
Atlanta schools Superintendent 
Beverly Hall knew about cheat-
ing allegations on standardized 
tests but either ignored them or 
tried to hide them, according to a 
state investigation.

An 800-page report released 
Tuesday to The Associated Press 
by Gov. Nathan Deal’s office 
through an open records request 
shows several educators report-
ed cheating in their schools. But 
the report says Hall, who won 
the national Superintendent of  
the Year award in 2009, and other 
administrators ignored those re-
ports and sometimes retaliated 
against the whistleblowers.

The yearlong investigation 
shows educators at nearly four 
dozen Atlanta elementary and 
middle schools cheated on stan-
dardized tests by helping stu-
dents or changing the answers 
once exams were handed in.

The investigators also found a 
“culture of  fear, intimidation and 
retaliation” in the school district 
over the cheating allegations, 
which led to educators lying 
about the cheating or destroying 

Pekarek finds home at USD 257

Brian Pekarek, center, visits with Barb Geffert and Marcy Boring at 
the USD 257 board office.

Cheating 
scandal 
detailed
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See PEKAREK | Page A5

Register/Richard Luken
Rehearsing a dance number for the upcoming Allen County Community College production of “The Drowsy Chaperone” are, from left, 
Trevor Marshall, Kelcy Gulick, Reagan Webster, Archie Huskey, Shelby Cruz, Jessica Truitt, Debbie Coltrane, Sarah Kies, Brandon Col-
lins, Mack Melvin, Nathan Hill and Brandon Eckley.

By BOB JOHNSON
bob@iolaregister.com

Iola’s 2012 budget remains in 
abeyance.

City commissioners again 
deferred action on the budget 
at their meeting Monday night. 
The meeting was a continua-
tion of  their Aug. 22 meeting at 
which they rejected their bud-
get, which by state law must be 
completed by Aug. 25.

Monday’s budget talks were 
held in back-to-back executive 
sessions, to the exclusion of  the 
public.

Once back in open ses-
sion, City Administrator Carl 
Slaugh’s explanation of  the 
budget was quickly interrupted 
by Councilman Steve French 
with a motion to adjourn until 
6 o’clock this evening.

French’s motion was tabled 
in deference to a handful of  peo-
ple who came to discuss the site 
of  a new hospital.

Karen Gilpin, an Allen Coun-
ty Hospital trustee, said trust-
ees had narrowed the site to 

Budget
still
in flux

College brings comedy, drama to stage
By RICHARD LUKEN

richard@iolaregister.com
The upcoming Allen County 

Community College drama sea-
son promises to showcase the en-
tire spectrum of  theater to local 
audiences.

Students have begun rehears-
ing for their season opener, “The 
Drowsy Chaperone,” a self-de-
scribed “musical-within-a-come-
dy” that runs Oct. 6-8 at the Bow-
lus Fine Arts Center.

As in years past, the Bowlus 

production serves as a collabora-
tion between the college’s drama 
and music departments.

The remainder of  the ACCC 
drama productions — “Almost, 
Maine,” “Student-Directed One-
Acts” and “Night of  the Iguana” 
will be in the ACCC Theatre.

The season will feature both 
comedies and dramas, as well as 
new and classic plays, drama in-
structor Tony Piazza said.

“It will be a good season,” Pi-
azza said. “We’ve got some strong 

returning actors, and some fresh, 
new faces on board this year.”

“THE DROWSY Chaperone” 
is an homage to musicals of  the 
jazz era, Piazza said, with a mu-
sic buff  reliving her daydreams 
through old theater show tunes. 
As the narrator, portrayed by 
Tanya Wilson of  Garnett, plays 
various tunes, the characters in 
her fantasies come to life for the 
audience.

A healthy portion of  the story 

follows an aging starlet who must 
decide whether to give up her 
showgirl career in order to get 
married. 

“There’s a slender ‘boy-meets-
girl’ plot as well,” Piazza said. 
“It’s a fun show, really well done.”

The collaboration with the mu-
sic department means several ac-
tors will sing and dance — some 
for the first time, Piazza said. 
Likewise, some music students 

Free inside!
The Register’s annual 2011 
Fall Sports Preview

By BOB JOHNSON
bob@iolaregister.com

Bids will be opened Oct. 4 for 
extension of  the Prairie Spirit 
Trail from Cofachique Park to 
Benton Street at the northeast 
corner of  Riverside Park.

Engineers estimated cost of  the 
asphalt trail, 10 feet wide and cov-
ering about a mile, at $460,000. The 
Kansas Department of  Transpor-
tation will pay 80 percent, the city 
the remainder. If  the estimate is 
realized in the successful bid, Io-
la’s share will be $92,000. The city 
will spend another $29,000 to erect 
lights along the trail.

While contract documents call 
for construction to take 90 days, 
weather may have a role, said 
Cory Schinstock, assistance city 
administrator. Asphalt can not be 

laid if  the weather is too cold.
The new portion of  the trail 

may not be the end of  its south-
ward expansion.

City officials eventually would 
like to take the trail on to the 
south city limit, which would 
have it run all along the east side 
of  Riverside Park, Schinstock 
noted.

Recreation and exercise activ-
ists in Humboldt also would like 
for the trail to cover the inter-
vening rail bed between Iola and 
Humboldt. If  that were to occur, 
the trail would dead-head at Hum-
boldt, where rail service remains 
active on to the south.

The Iola-to-Humboldt trail, cov-
ering six miles, is a project that 

Prairie Spirit Trail extension draws nearer

Register/Bob Johnson
A car zips past the Prairie Spirit Trail crossing on North State 
Street, where signal lights soon will be installed.

By JENELLE JOHNSON
jenelle@iolaregister.com

PIQUA — Oftentimes, it’s the 
little things that can be insur-
mountable challenges to a person 
confined to a wheelchair.

Take for instance the joy of  
soaking in a bathtub. For Connie 
Buller that was a long and tedious 
three-step process requiring 
transfers to various-sized stools 
and chairs.

“The days I got into the tub I 
didn’t plan anything else. It wore 
me out. Getting out of  the tub was 
as hard as getting in. Once back in 
my chair, I didn’t feels as though I 
had taken a bath because I was all 
sweaty and tired,” she said.

Life became a whole lot easier 
for Buller in June when her son, 
Shane Schauf, purchased her a 
bathtub designed for the handi-
capped.

“With my new bathtub all I 
have to do is park my chair and 
slide right into the tub,” she said. 
“I have had more baths in the last 
couple of  months than I have had 
in years.”

BULLER HAS met all her life 
challenges head on. 

Born in 1947, Buller contracted 
polio when she was 10 months 

Register/Jenelle Johnson
Connie Buller shows off her new bathtub that allows her to move directly from her wheelchair into the 
tub.

Area woman finds solutions, not excuses
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The U.S. 169 roundabout 
south of  Garnett was closed for 
nearly 12 hours starting Mon-
day afternoon after a highway 
transport carrying a load of  
ethanol crashed there.

According to the Kansas 
Highway Patrol, Rodney Honn, 
46, Kincaid, crashed while ma-
neuvering his truck and a 53-
foot trailer through the round-
about, where U.S. 169 and U.S. 59 
intersect.

Honn was uninjured, but 
ethanol began leaking from the 
trailer.

The highway was closed and 
traffic rerouted around the ac-
cident scene from about 2 p.m. 
Monday until 1:18 this morn-
ing, according to KHP.

Crash
closes
highway

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Hamstrung by budget cuts and 
a tight debt ceiling, President 
Barack Obama is preparing a 
September jobs package with 
limited tools at his disposal to 
prime the economy and crank 
up employment.

At a minimum, the presi-
dent’s plan will call on Con-
gress to extend current payroll 
tax cuts and jobless benefits, 
spend money for new con-
struction projects and offer 

Jobs plan
in works

See JOBS | Page B4


